
Indian Navy ships and a U.S. Navy flotilla simulated
war games and combat maneuvers 200 kilometers
off the Goa coast in October. They practiced air
strikes, interceptions, anti-submarine warfare and
submarine versus submarine maneuvers. The U.S.
flotilla was led by a Nimitz-class, nuclear-powered
aircraft carrier, the USS Ronald Reagan, which holds
80 aircraft and 6,000 crew. The Malabar 2008 exer-
cise aimed to increase cooperation and operability
between the two navies.
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American comedian Azhar Usman starts with himself in pre-
senting an unrelenting joke routine that had audiences in New
Delhi, Aligarh and Pune aching with laughter during the Chicago
native’s first India tour, in November. He quipped that it’s rare to
see “someone who looks like me smiling” when he made his
India debut at the American Center in New Delhi. Part of a troupe
of Muslim comedians who tour under the “Allah Made Me
Funny” banner, Usman said it is important to remember that
Muslims, like everyone else, laugh and cry. Usman’s parents
emigrated to the United States from Bihar. www.azhar.com

Note on Letters to the Editor: The Letters to the Editor page will not be a regular 
feature in SPAN, but will depend on the number of letters we receive. Please write to us!

Sanskrit and South Asian religions scholar Elliott McCarter,
34, is in India researching early-modern Sanskrit texts that
describe Kurukshetra, Haryana, as a place of religious pilgrim-
age. He is connecting the places, practices and stories found in
these texts with classical sources and modern, oral narratives
collected on his travels. Shown (right) conversing with a priest
at Brahmasarovar in Kurukshetra, McCarter is pursuing his doc-
toral degree at the University of Texas in Austin. His work in India
is supported by a Fulbright-Hays fellowship. www.usief.org.in/
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SPAN thanks its readers who sent 150 suggestions for the 2009 SPAN calendar
theme contest. The winning theme is Cultural Diversity Through Dance, the result
of a combination of suggestions from: Abraham Joshy (Kochi), Sameer Shah
(Mumbai), Kalpana Chittaranjan (Chennai), R.V. Amaresh (Bangarpet), Varsha
Thakur (Lucknow), Roma Gupta (Chhattisgarh), Meher Gadekar (Pune), Madhusmita
Mishra (Bhubaneswar), Rini Rath (Bhubaneswar) and Mary Ann Dasgupta (Kolkata).
They received personalized SPAN mugs. 
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Design a logo for the American Center and win a design fellow-
ship to the United States! The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi invites

India’s creative community to design a
logo for the American Centers in

New Delhi and Kolkata, and the
U.S. Consulates General in
Chennai, Mumbai and Hyderabad.
This logo would convey to the

public the essence of these centers,
which host speakers, concerts, school

activities, films, academic workshops. 
For more information visit: 

http://newdelhi.usembassy.gov
/amcenterlogo.html
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